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Geography Year 2: A contrasting locality overseas – Mexico, Tocuaro.  

Overview of the Learning: 
In this unit children will develop their place knowledge and understanding. They will explore and investigate geographical 

similarities and differences of a contrasting locality with a  
non-European country.  The children will be able to identify and explain key physical and human features and begin to use 

geographical skills.  

Core Aims  
 Children will develop their human and physical geographical 

knowledge and understanding.  

 Identify similarities and differences through studying the 

human and physical geography of a small area in a 

contrasting non-European country.    

 Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to physical and 
human features.    
 

 To compare and contrast localities identifying similarities and 
differences.  
 

Pupils should be taught to develop their human and physical 
knowledge…  

 Investigate a small area in a non European contrasting locality.   

 To use geographical vocabulary when referring to key physical 
and human features.  

 key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, 
mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and 
weather  

 key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, 
house, office, port, harbour and shop  

 To understand geographical similarities and differences 
through studying the human and physical geography of Mexico.  

 To use world maps atlases and globes to identify geographical 
places and features.  

 To use ariel photographs and plan perspectives to recognise 
landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise a 
simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key.   

 To construct simple maps, using basic symbols in a key. 

 To use simple compass directions (North, South, East and 
West) and locational and directional language (near, far, left, 
right) to describe the location of features and routes on a map.  

Expectations 
Children can: 

 Identify and describe key physical and human features of Mexico 

 Identify and describe what places are like.  
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 Identify similarities and differences through studying human and physical geography.  

 Draw geographical comparisons between their locality and a contrasting non European locality.  

 Use maps and atlases to develop their understanding and position of locations  

 To use compass directions and locational and directional language when planning routes and mapping.  

 Draw simple maps using keys and symbols  

 Ask simple geographical questions and investigate answers 

 To ask and answer a range of geographical questions 

 To understand and give accurate examples of physical and human features in and around the UK 

 They carry out simple tasks and select information using resources that are given to them about places and environments 

 
 
 

Learning Objectives Suggested Learning Opportunities  

 To identify and describe what places are like.  

 To investigate places using maps, atlases 
and photographs. 

 To describe places using positional language.  

 To begin to draw simple conclusions.     
 

Introduce the children to this terms topic: A contrasting non-European locality Mexico.    
What questions would the children like to investigate this term, relating to the unit?  
Where is Mexico? 
Using maps, atlases and globes, ask the children to locate the UK and Mexico and to identify 

the main continents and  
Oceans and surrounding seas. Ask the children to trace a route to Mexico 
share with the children a range of pictures of Mexico. How is it different to where we live?  
Ask the children to mark on a world map the UK and Mexico and main continents and oceans 

identified. Children to trace 
on route taken from UK to Mexico 
Using maps, atlases and globes, ask the children to locate the main cities in Mexico. Locate 

surrounding countries. Can the  
children identify any physical features e.g. rivers 
Ask the children to mark the main cities and any physical features on a map of Mexico 
Using positional language can you plan a route using your map? (North, south, East, West) (left, 
right, near, far)  
Learning opportunity ideas:  

- Identify and map UK and Mexico on a map  
- Map/trace a route using positional language  
- Travelling to Mexico 
- Brief description about Wolverhampton and Mexico drawing conclusions from 

photographs.  
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 To investigate Mexico 

 To use a range of sources to find out about a 
locality.  

 To identify key physical and human features 
of Mexico  

 Ask simple geographical questions and 
investigate answers 
 

 

Building upon their understanding of what Mexico is like…  
What questions did you generate last lesson that you would like to investigate? – 
Discuss with the children what they think Mexico is like?  Has anyone they know been on holiday to 

Mexico? What do they know about  
the culture of Latin America? 
Using atlases, information texts, holiday brochures, the internet and CD-ROMs to find out more about 

Mexico.   
The children are to find more information about the country: 

 Physical features 
 Landmarks  
 Interesting facts about the place – flag, language, population 
 Religion  
 Weather and climate 
 People – work and leisure 
 Food 
 Music 

The children are to present their finding about Mexico by producing a fact file about the country  

 To investigate a village in Mexico.  

  To use maps, atlases and positional 
language to locate places.  

 To ask and answer geographical questions.  

 To make simple conclusions and 
comparisons between Tocuaro and 
Wolverhampton.   

Ask the children Where is Tocuaro and what do you think it is like? – make predictions based on current 
level of understanding of Mexico.  
Children to locate the village of Tocuaro (a village to the west of Mexico City) on maps of Mexico.using 
posttional language can you describe where it is on your map?   
Ask the children how they might travel there and what sort of time would be needed for the journey?  
How do the children think the village of Tocuaro will compare with the city of Wolverhampton? 
Ask the children to record what they think the village Tocuaro would be like if they were to go there using 

words and pictures. Ask the  
children to give reasons for their answers, drawing simple conclusions. EG How are they similar/ different to the 

homes we live in?   

Why do you think they are different?  
What do you think it would be like to live here?  
Introduce the children to the Horta family who live in Tocuaro using photographs.   
Ask the children to make up questions to ask Angelica, the youngest member of the Horta 

family, like:  
What is family life like for you? What is it like to live in Tocuaro? What sort of food do you eat? 

How much do things  
cost where you live?  
Using the pictures, the children will try to answer the questions they have posed. What else can 

the children tell about life  
in Tocuaro from the photographs? 
How is this different to where you live and your life?  

 To investigate places.  Tell the children toy imagine they are going to investigate homes.  
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 To use secondary sources of information to draw 
geographical conclusions.  

 To identify human and physical features of a place 

 To make comparisons with their own locality 

What do you think the houses and homes like in Tocuaro? 
Look at the sources and photograph of house and homes in the Village.  How are they made 

and what are they made  
from?  How are they similar or different to our homes? Who might live in the different houses? 
Ask the children to illustrate and describe one of the houses in Tocuaro.  
Challenge the children to identify things that are similar or different to their own homes making 
comparisons. 
Can you predict what inside a home is like? - What is the inside of a typical home in Tocuaro 

like? 
Look at the photograph of the inside of the homes in the Tocuaro.  Look at the individual rooms 
– kitchen, living room, bedrooms. Identify key features of each. 
Focus on the kitchen - Using pictures, ask the children to identify newer and more traditional 
ways of cooking in Tocuaro. Discuss dishes that would be cooked in the kitchen.  

Discuss and try different types of traditional Mexican food eg Taco's, tortilla chips, salsa etc. 
Record what foods they  

have tasted and write a description about what their opinion. 
Ask the children to write about the food the family would eat and the ways in which they are 

cooked.  

 To identify and describe what places are like.  

 To draw geographical comparisons between 
their locality and a contrasting locality.    

 To use a range of sources to investigate 
places.  
To identify similarities and differences 
between places.  

 Ask the children to think about what it might be like living in Mexico and going to school there… 
What might it be like to go to school in Tocuaro? 
Introduce the children to Mario from the Horta family. Using information from the text Mexican 
Village and photographs introduce the children to going to school in Tocuaro. How does Mario 
spend his day? Ask the children what it might be like to go to school in Mexico.  Can the 
children locate the school on the map of the village? 
Create a class list of similarities and differences to comparing going to school at Manor Primary 

School and going to 
school in Tocuaro 
Ask the children if they could talk to someone who goes to school in Tocuaro what would they 

ask them about their school 
Ask the children to write a letter to someone in Tocuaro to ask them what their school is like and 

the sorts of lessons they  
take part in. 
Ask the children to write a letter/ blog/ email/ diary entry about schooling in Tocuaro.  

 To identify and describe jobs in Tocuaro.  

 To identify similarities and differences 
through studying cultural and economical 
impacts. (Types of jobs) 

What jobs do people do in Tocuaro? 
Do you think we have the same jobs in Wolverhampton as they doin Tocuaro? Why? Why not?  
Remind the children about the Horta family. What have we learnt about the family so far? 
What jobs do they have? 
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Tell the children Angelica’s father is a mask maker.  Do the children know anyone who is a mask 
maker? Using pictures  

and artefacts look at the sorts of masks he makes. How are they made?  Who do the children 
think buys the masks?  

Ask the children to design a colorful mask for themselves drawing on the traditional Mexican 
and earlier Aztec designs.  

Explain their symbolic meanings.  
Challenge: How are these jobs linked to their culture?  
What people do in their spare time? Social similarities and differences.  

 To identify how places change over time.  

 To ask and answer geographical questions.  

 To draw conclusions based on my findings.  

 To identify human and physical features.  

 To identify similarities and differences 
between places.  

 To understand why Mexico is a contrasting 
locality.  

How had life changed in Tocuaro? 
Ask the children to think about how life is changing and may change in the future in Tocuaro. 

Using pictures as a  
stimulus think about the things that are still being done in a traditional way in Tocuaro e.g. 

washing. Ask the children to  
think about how the method of washing may change now that the family is earning money, and 

whether the change will  
be for the better or for the worse?  
Ask the children to reflect on how their ideas about a Mexican village have changed and 

developed. Ask them to think  
about what other questions they might ask to find out more about life in the village or in Mexico 

in general. 
How is Tocuaro similar to, and different from our locality? 
Discuss with the children what they have leant about life in Tocuaro. Discuss life in terms of - 
houses, food, shopping and going to school and then discuss life in Wolverhampton - houses, 
food, shopping and going to school. 
Discuss which aspects of life are the same for both places. Ask the children to record similarities 

and differences using  
pictures or a mind map. Is it a good thing that people and places are similar/ different? Why?  
Ask the children what it would be like about living in a village, what they would miss most and 

what things it would be  
difficult to do. If they were going to live in Tocuaro what five things would they take in a 

suitcase? Justify your choices.  

  


